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On May 24, 2022, shots rang
out near the thriving
downtown area of Grand
Rapids, MI at 7:20 p.m.
Grand Rapids Police
responded and found Naquie
Malik Mitz, 24, seriously
injured by multiple gunshot
wounds. Naquie sadly died
at the hospital.
Since the shooting took
place in an area with
apartments, restaurants and
nightlife, there were many
witnesses who saw the
suspect chasing the victim
and shooting at him. Once
Naquie was on the ground,
the suspect fired more shots
at him at a close range. He
was shot 8 times.
A Silent Observer tip came in
the day after the shooting
that named the shooter and
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after police investigated this
tip, they believed this tip to
be right on. An Open Murder
Warrant was issued by police
and the suspect was
arrested in a Chicago area
hotel a month later.
The suspect has been bound
over to Circuit Court on Open
Murder, Carrying a
Concealed Weapon, Felon in
Possession of a Firearm and
Felony Firearms.
We are thankful the tipster
used Silent Observer to
speak up and share what
they knew in a safe and
anonymous way. Because of
this tipster, Naquie’s family
will see justice and this
criminal will be off the
streets, unable to harm
anyone else.

Michiana Crime Stoppers Collaborates with South Bend
Police Department to Apprehend Felony Fugitive
In April, a gas station clerk was shot during an attempted robbery in South Bend. The gas station
was able to provide surveillance images of the suspect, which were turned over to the South Bend
Police Department (SBPD).

SBPD then shared those images with Michiana Crime Stoppers to feature on its social media
channels. The suspect was eventually identified as Malik Clark and, through continued investigation by SBPD, the St. Joseph County Prosecutor’s Office issued a warrant for Clark on charges of
Battery by Means of a Deadly Weapon and Criminal Recklessness with a Deadly Weapon.
Because Clark was a felony fugitive, he was then featured in that week’s Fugitive Friday episode,
which is aired on our local media outlets and is posted on our social media channels. Just days
later, Clark was taken into custody to face his charges.

Crime Stoppers programs have assisted law enforcement in solving over
15,000 homicides since 1976. That is, on the average, about 320/year homicides solved through anonymous tips generated by Crime Stoppers, just a
little short of one per day! Think of the value and savings in law enforcement
man-hours on investigating a homicide if there are no current leads in the
case, and a Crime Stoppers anonymous tip comes in and points to a suspect. Of course, law enforcement has to build a case around the suspect in
order to bring charges; however, consider the value of that anonymous tip!
Crime Stoppers is but one tool in the law enforcement toolbox!
* Source: Crime Stoppers Information Management Database
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CRIME STOPPERS USA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
Crime Stoppers USA is a tax-exempt, charitable organization organized,
governed and operated by a volunteer board of directors. These volunteer
board members are representatives from local Crime Stoppers programs
throughout the United States that provide administrative support, networking, training and guidance to the over 325 local membership programs.
This requires time, talent and resources.
Since Crime Stoppers USA came into existence in 2001, it has subsisted
primarily on membership dues from the local Crime Stoppers programs.
Lately, Crime Stoppers USA has taken on a new online training strategy,
seeking to improve our interactive website and ienhance our communication tools with membership, as well as ongoing operational expenses in
the fight against crime throughout the United States.
May we count on your support in meeting our financial obligations as we
work to make our communities more safe and secure for all? Please click
on the link below to make a sponsorship or donation to Crime Stoppers
USA. We need your support to continue our mission, which is:
To provide Best Practices and Training for the anonymous tip-taking
programs in the United States while assisting in creating the meaningful partnerships at the national, state and local levels.
Please consider providing a tax-deductible donation in support of Crime
Stoppers USA today!

Click Here to Donate to Crime Stoppers USA
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Drug Debt Murder Solved through
Crime Stoppers Tip
On September 28, 2021, a fire was reported in a wooded area on the UWGB campus in Green
Bay, WI. The fire turned out to be a body that had been set on fire.
As the investigation continued, it was determined that the individual was murdered and was identified as Jason Mendel-Ramos, a 36-year-old from Ashwaubenon, WI. Investigators were trying to
locate the victim’s car which was missing. In late October, the victim’s vehicle was located in an
apartment parking lot, approximately 2 miles from the suspected murder site.

Investigators were developing suspects during this time when the Green Bay Area Crime Stoppers
received a tip regarding information on who had moved the victim’s vehicle. That tip helped to confirm some of the information the investigators had on the case plus additional information.
On February 11, 2022, Pedro Santiago-Marquez was charged with first-degree intentional homicide
and mutilating a corpse for the September shooting of Jason Mendez-Ramos, whose burned body
was discovered on the campus.
Another suspect, Alexander Burgos-Mojica, was also in court for a preliminary hearing but he does
not have an attorney yet. He is charged with aiding a felon for allegedly assisting SantiagoMarquez.
Jeisaac Rodriguez-Garcia was charged with mutilating a corpse for allegedly setting the fire. Rodriguez-Garcia has been ordered to stand trial and returns to court Feb. 21, 2022, for an arraignment.

According to the criminal complaints, Santiago-Marquez owned an east side business. MendezRamos, Burgos-Mojica, and Rodriguez-Garcia all currently or previously worked for SantiagoMarquez. A witness told police Santiago-Marquez owed Mendez-Ramos $80,000 for a cocaine
deal. Rather than pay Mendez-Ramos, Santiago-Marquez allegedly killed him, the complaint
claims.

How did Crime Stoppers begin? Back in 1976, Detective Greg MacAleese, then
with the Albuquerque Police Department, was struggling with a late night robbery of a convenience store ending with the store clerk being shot and killed.
The usual homicide investigation ensued: canvassing the neighborhood, going
door to door, reviewing other recent robberies in the area . No leads or suspects
were identified. After two weeks, the case was stone cold. Detective MacAleese
discussed an idea of filming a re-enactment of the robbery and shooting, and
airing it on the local news stations. Also, setting up a special phone line to take
tips focusing on this case. He got the go ahead to proceed with this plan and the
re-enactment aired a short time later. Surprisingly, within 72 hours of the reenactment airing, numerous credible tips were received and investigated whereby two suspects were identified and arrested. Detective MacAleese went on to
develop and implement the idea of an anonymous tip program, which is now
known as Crime Stoppers. Therefore, we bestow upon Greg MacAleese the title,
Father of Crime Stoppers!
Source: Crime Stoppers Operations Manual 1993
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NEED SUPPORT WITH GOOGLE ADS?
Try PromoterMotor!
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QR Codes, Anonymous Reports Key to Get
Information to Keep People Safe
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — In the last several
months, Americans have been unable to
avoid three high-profile mass shootings
in Buffalo, New York, Uvalde, Texas,
and Tulsa, Oklahoma.
In-between those, however, there have
been more than 20 shootings where at least
four people were hit.
While groups in the Kansas City area try to
keep their community safe, the KC Crime
Stoppers is rolling out a QR code that can
be passed around local schools and posted
in various spots in the community, giving
anyone with a smart phone a quick way to
send tips about crimes, someone who could
harm themselves, or threats.
One of the biggest issues is often getting
the information in the first place.

“I don’t know how many times I’ve heard the
kids say this year, ‘I don’t want to be a
snitch,” said Clay County Sheriff’s Corporal
Blackburn, who is also a school resource
officer.
www.crimestoppersusa.org

She said students often know when a
classmate is struggling, or worse, planning
to hurt themselves or someone else. KC
Crime Stoppers Coordinator Detective
Christina Ludwig said just a small piece of
information can save lives.
“This is our community so handing the
power back to the community, the
accountability to keep your community safe,
that is the biggest goal here,” Ludwig said.
“That goes for students as well. They need
to take accountability for the safety of their
environments and that one piece of
information can be vital to prevent horrible
things from happening.”
Crime Stoppers already has a website and
app, but a QR Code has been circulated
since January.
QR Codes can be scanned by a smart
phone’s camera and will take the user
directly to the Crime Stoppers website. It
can be especially helpful for young users
who might have parental controls on smart
phones that might prevent them from
downloading an additional application.
“The more information they can provide, the
better,” Blackburn said. “With limited
information, we have to do more legwork to
identify the people or identify the problems.”
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PREVENTING CRIME
One of the best ways to prevent crime is to stay informed, aware, and connected with your local resources. If you are curious about the most common issues in your neighborhood and how you can
keep you and your family safe, contact your local law enforcement agency. Otherwise, there are a
few basic things everyone should do to help prevent themselves from becoming victims of crime.

Keep your home secure
Check all of your windows and
doors. Make sure all entry points
have updated locks, and keep
everything locked when you are
away - even just for a few
minutes. Keep lights on while you
are away to keep your house
from looking empty. If you are
going to be away for a long time,
ask a neighbor to accept your
mail. Consider investing in an
alarm system, especially one that
alerts local law authorities in the
event of a break-in.

Make sure your digital information is protected
Password protect all of your devices, including cell phones and
tablets, with unique passwords.
Be aware of what you post on
social media - sometimes addresses, locations, or other personal information make their way
into photos by accident. If you are
posting sensitive information
such as photos of your children,
vacation itineraries, etc., make
sure that your privacy settings
are all up to date. Talk to your
kids often about what they are
doing online, who they are communicating with, and what information they can share.

Know your neighborhood
and help keep it safe
If you are new to a neighborhood, you should learn where
your nearest police station,
hospital, and fire station are.
Make sure your children and
other household members
know, too. Keep emergency
contact information readily
available and visible (i.e. on
the refrigerator). Get in touch
with your local neighborhood
watch and join the effort. If
your community does not
have a program, consider getting one started.

Safety in numbers
Whenever possible, travel
with a friend or in a group.
Never be embarrassed to ask
someone to walk you to your
car or to your home if you do
not feel safe.

Car safety
Always keep your car locked,
and avoid leaving valuables in
your car - even in the trunk whenever possible.

Safety for travelers
If you are going somewhere new,
do some research ahead of time
to figure out whom to contact in
case of an emergency. Familiarize
yourself with local customs and
laws, especially or you are visiting
a different country. Keep important
documents and valuables in a safe
place while you are sight-seeing never bring them with you if you
can leave them in a secure location at your hotel or residence.

Drug safety
If you have prescription medications at home, make sure they are
stored in a secure location, up
high, and out of sight of curious
house guests or burglars. Never
offer to share medications with
someone else - you should be the
only one taking your medications.
Sharing is not only dangerous, but
illegal. Keep your medications organized, in their original packaging, and occasionally keep count
to make sure none are unexpectedly missing. Talk with your children and teens often about drug
use, consequences of use, and
who they can talk to about peer
pressure, drug use, or where to go
for help if they need it.

Source: National Police Association

Contact Us:
Crime Stoppers USA
Email: Info@CrimeStoppersUSA.com

Send Articles to:
K. Scott Abrams
Email: Newsletter@CrimeStoppersUSA.com

www.CrimeStoppersUSA.org
www.Facebook.com/USACrimeStop
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