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Using Social Media

● Facebook
● Instagram
● TikTok
● Threads/Twitter (X)
● Message boards

○ Websleuths/Reddit 
● Use the right site for your region and abilities 



Build your social media following

● Like or follow related accounts 
○ police, fire, city, county, state, schools, community partners

● Having a wide pool of accounts that you follow and engage with 
increases your visibility 

● This pool of engaged accounts will PAY OFF when it’s fundraising 
time

● You get and give free content with groups and pages 









Why use Facebook? 

● It’s free!!
○ Approximately 200 million people in US use Facebook. The largest 

group using facebook are those in the 25-34 age range. 
● It’s a simple interface (photos and text - video optional) 
● It’s effective 

○ Digital footprint
○ Connect with Media and the Public

● FREE 
○ Your time and attention is all it needs 







Facebook

● Make sure your post is searchable with date, location, victim’s 
names

● Use hashtags to make your posts easy to find
○ #unsolved #coldcase #reward #CITYname #homicide #truecrime #murder

● Make sure to share out your posts to appropriate community 
groups to boost the signal

○ More eyes the better! 
● Post more than rewards! 
● Follow community members and like their content. This 

improves your visibility.  Helps the public “find” you.



Instagram



Instagram

Instagram demographics are as follows:

● 48.2% of all Instagram users are female while 51.8% are male.
● 31.7% of Instagram users are 25-34 years old.
● 30.2% of Instagram users are 18-24 years old.
● 2.1% of Instagram users are 65+ years old.
● There are 127 million Instagram users from the U.S.
● Instagram has over 2 billion monthly active users.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=1ede7ce33c1c3a14JmltdHM9MTcyMjk4ODgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMjYyZDk5Ny01OGM2LTY4ZTktMTAwYi1jODUyNTllZjY5MTYmaW5zaWQ9NTg4Mg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2262d997-58c6-68e9-100b-c85259ef6916&psq=who+is+using+Instagram+demographics&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub21uaWNvcmVhZ2VuY3kuY29tL2luc3RhZ3JhbS1zdGF0aXN0aWNzLw&ntb=1


Instagram

Making a POST on 
Instagram

Static - doesn’t 
change

Long lasting - sits 
there permanently



Instagram

Making a REEL on Instagram

A video short, similar to what you might find 
on TikTok 

Video shorts (reels) can be used on 
Facebook, Tik Tok or Instagram. 



Instagram

Making a story on Instagram

Lasts only 24 hours

You can embellish the image 
with 
words/stickers/location/etc 



Tik Tok

● 1 in 4 Tik Tok users are under the age of 20
● 53% are female
● The majority of Tik Tok creators are 18-24 years old
● You need to be a dedicated creator to use Tik Tok successfully. 

○ If you aren’t willing to create content several times a week, Tik Tok is probably not 
worth your time. 

○ Tik Toks are simple to make, can be as basic as a slideshow with music behind it. 



Threads or Twitter (X)

Twitter (X) users are predominantly male

About 40% of Twitter (X) users are 25-34

Quick concise bites of information. 

You want your post to be short and punchy. 

Hashtags and wording are so important. 

Not a medium I would recommend.
GREAT if it’s working for you, but other sites likely offer better 

return 



Message Boards

● Boost engagement on a case
● Websleuths

○ Easy to use
○ Must create an account
○ Create an appropriate username (CSYourCity)
○ Digital footprint/case promotion

● Reddit
○ Can be intimidating!
○ Must create an account
○ Create an appropriate username (CSYourCity)
○ Stick to City/Regional/Crime Groups



Websleuths

Cold cases are sorted by State 
Abbreviation

Good place to either create a 
post about a lesser known case 

OR 

Promote reward on a case 
that’s already posted. 



What a websleuths entry might look like



Reddit

Even DNA Doe Project 
Posts there! 

You can target your post 
to the State/City that is of 
interest.

Reddit can be a great way 
to amplify information on a 
case.



Which social media is right for you?

Facebook - most bang for your buck 

Instagram - multiple options for sharing information (post, story, reel) 

TikTok - young demographic. Can be demanding of resources, the more 
you create the more eyes you get

Threads/Twitter (X) - I don’t recommend - juice isn’t worth the squeeze 



Questions

If you need help setting up an account on a site I can assist you -
see me at the end 


