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Introduction

 Many years ago, as Waco Police Legal
Advisor, my Chief gave me an
assignment:
— Is “Crime Stoppers” legal?

— Is “Crime Stoppers” something that our
department needs to involve itself with as we
would be working with private citizens and the

news media?



Is Crime Stoppers “Legal™?

Crime Stoppers lawfully seeks information
and forwards information to law
enforcement agencies.

Crime Stoppers offers and pays rewards
pursuant to the law of contracts



It's “Legal”

Crime Stoppers offers rewards in a manner
that does not defame or libel anyone.

Crime Stoppers does not file charges or
prosecute cases.

Crime Stoppers does not pay witnesses for
their testimony.



It's “Legal”

Crime Stoppers does not deny criminal
defendants the “right of confrontation”

Crime Stoppers complies with all federal
laws pertaining to banking and tax laws
without breaching the contractual promise of
“anonymity”



It's “Legal”

Crime Stoppers is not a governmental body
subject to Sunshine Laws requiring public
access to meetings or information

Crime Stoppers solicits “inculpatory”
information, not “exculpatory” information
discoverable under Brady v. Maryland. 373
U.S. 83 (1963)



Why Get Involved in Crime
Stoppers?

Crime Stoppers is truly a way for law

enforcement to engage in “community
policing”

Crime Stoppers can provide funds for
paying cash rewards and avoiding using tax
dollars



Why Crime Stoppers?

Crime Stoppers tips can save hundreds if
not thousands of hours of work by law
enforcement officers

Crime Stoppers provides an system for
tipsters to safely transmit tips and to receive

a reward anonymously



Why Crime Stoppers?

It is better to let criminals know that a
Crime Stoppers system is in place to identify
and apprehend them if they commit a crime
in the community

Background information accompanying tips
gives a heads-up to those who might learn
crime prevention tips



Why Crime Stoppers?

Crime Stoppers gives a degree of comfort
to crime victims and their families, knowing
that suspects can be brought to justice and
that it is unnecessary to expend family or
personal funds to so.

By having reasonable or uniform reward
ranges, Crime Stoppers shows that ALL
lives matter.



Conclusions

1. Crime Stoppers is “Legal”

2. Law enforcement, citizen board
members, and the news media SHOULD
become actively and enthusiastically
involved in Crime Stoppers.



End of Presentation

* Thank you for your attendance and
participation.

« Additional questions or requests for
information can be emailed to:

CrimeStoppersLaw@aol.com



