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** News Release **

Defense request for Crime Stoppers records denied
A request that Crime Stoppers produce tip information in a recent Sedgwick County homicide has been denied by a Kansas district court judge.
Wichita attorney Craig Robinson, who is defending Ebony Nguyen in the May, 2013 homicide of Jordan Turner, went to court on October 25, 2013 to request the Sedgwick County District Attorney’s Office produce Crime Stoppers records that would identify the name of the tipster who helped solve the case.

“The confidential informant had intricate knowledge that led to investigators centering on Ebony Nguyen,” said Robinson. “We’re asking the court to know who the confidential informant is.”
Assistant District Attorney Jennifer Amyx said Robinson’s efforts were “a quintessential fishing expedition.

“That tip, in and of itself, did not implicate the defendant,” she told Waller. “It did not directly implicate the defendant in any way.”  She said Nguyen’s name came up through interviews with others who were identified in the Crime Stoppers tip.
In issuing his ruling, Judge Greg Waller said he saw no evidence that authorities know the tipster’s name, or that the identity of the tipster was essential to the defense.

“We are very pleased with Judge Waller’s ruling,” said Gordon Bassham, executive director of the Wichita Crime Commission.  Crime Stoppers is a division of the Crime Commission.

“There is a state statute that specifically protects Crime Stoppers organizations in Kansas from revealing information about tips they receive.  In addition, there is well-established case law in other states that also protects Crime Stoppers tipsters.”
Nguyen is scheduled to go to trial on December 16.  
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