News Release
A newly-published book is the latest effort to help Crime Stoppers solve more than 250 homicides across North America, including 28 cases in Texas.
The author, Cal Millar, who retired after a lengthy career with the Toronto Star, researched details of murders in both the United States and Canada before chronicling them in the 326 page book entitled Find My Killer – Crime Stoppers Unsolved Homicides.

There are the standard $1,000 to $2,000 payments from the various Crime Stoppers programs for people offering anonymous information that lead to an arrest in the various murders, but additional rewards of more than $5.5 million are collectively available from the government and other agencies for the cases detailed in the book.

Millar is hoping the attention focused on these slayings will turn up people who can provide information that will lead to the arrest of the killers.

“It’s no secret that police need help to solve any crime, but sometimes the local media publicity the case receives just isn’t enough to reach people who can provide investigators with solid leads,” Millar said.
“It’s possible there could be a witness in a neighboring city or 2,000 miles away who doesn’t realize something they saw or heard might be the key piece of information that investigators are looking for to solve one of these cases,” he said. “Today our populations are very transient and a person could have observed an individual in the vicinity of where one of these murders occurred, but is not even aware there was a killing.”

Millar, who spent almost two years combing through newspaper articles, public records and computer files to get information on various unsolved crimes, said there is a potential of a worldwide audience seeing the book. 
“There’s a chance a reader will recognize they saw something and realize their information is valuable to assist police in putting the perpetrators behind bars.”  

Millar also said the number of murders listed in the book from Texas doesn’t indicate the state has more killings that other areas of the country, but Texas does have the largest number of local Crime Stoppers units and each program works hard to highlight and solve any homicides that they have.

Find My Killer focuses on unsolved cases that have been featured in Crime Stoppers appeals dating back to 1976 when the first program was established in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

It was Detective Greg MacAleese of the Albuquerque Police Department who came up with the concept of Crime Stoppers while trying to resolve the shotgun killing of 19-year-old Michael Carmen during a robbery at a gas station. The imitative worked and arrests were made within 48 hours.

Millar said the book could provide Crime Stoppers with another avenue of reaching potential tipsters if it gets into the hands of those now behind bars.
“I would also like to see Crime Stoppers programs putting this book in the libraries of local holding facilities, jails and the nation’s prison system,” he said. “It’s obvious there are inmates who can not only reveal information that will solve some of these murders, but who could also provide tips on all sorts of unsolved crimes that have occurred through the years.”

Millar said some Crime Stoppers programs are providing playing cards to prisoner displaying information about unsolved incidents. “This book could be an extension of that program and I am convinced it would have some extremely positive results,” he said. 

The book is exclusively available through amazon.com and is being printed by Amazon’s publishing subsidiary, CreateSpace.  Millar said the publishing company is utilizing new technology that allows them to print books on demand when orders come in which avoids the necessity of producing and storing a large inventory of books.

“It also guarantees the book is never out of stock,” he said. 

Some of the other cases in the book include:

· The murder of Donna Deanne Mills, 29, who was killed while she was sleeping in her Jacksonville, Florida condominium when a stray bullet from a randomly fired rifle came through her window on December 15, 2007.

· The killing of Corporal Michael Beverly, 37, a Chester, Pennsylvania police officer, who was shot execution style after meeting with an informant October 16, 2001

· The slaying of Brenda Sierra, 15, who was abducted while walking to school in East Los Angeles on October 18, 2002.

· The homicidal attack on renowned glass artist Howard Curtiss Olson, 67, on December 15, 2008 in his Portland, Oregon home.

· And the cowardly killing of Jodie Lynn Bordeaux, 31, who died November 21, 1997 when someone riddled her home with bullets at the Kickapoo Indian reservation near Powhattan, Kansas.

At least five cases that were scheduled to be included in the book were solved during the research and writing as a result of advancements in DNA technology and an arrest was made in the slaying of Ronald and Christine Jabalee, 35 miles north of Detroit, Michigan, shortly after the preparation of the book.

“It shows police are working hard to resolve all cases of homicide and hopefully this book will help generate tips that will allow detectives to make arrests in all of these killings,” Millar said. 
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Here is a list of the Texas slayings featured in the book:

Sandra Luz Chacon

El Paso, Texas

Vicki Chisholm

Fort Worth, Texas

Stanley Cohen

Fort Worth, Texas

Gloria Ann Covington,

Amarillo, Texas

Amber Renee Hagerman

Arlington, Texas

James Kevin Hargroves

Fort Worth, Texas

Lacy Milton Hatchell

Fort Worth, Texas

Jackie Hogue

Bishop Hills, Texas

Linda Gayle Jackson

Amarillo, Texas

Patricia Gail Jackson-Lee

Fort Worth, Texas

Carolyn Sanders Karp

Amarillo, Texas

Kaysone Khounpanya

Hurst, Texas

Steve Longoria

Austin, Texas

Eduardo Lopez

Fort Worth, Texas

Celia Loya

El Paso, Texas

Dorian Jacques McCorvey

Austin, Texas

John Mitchell & Mary Mitchell

Fort Worth, Texas

Ronald Morton

Amarillo, Texas

Karen Pretty, Scott Pretty & Mark Pretty

Houston, Texas

Edna Marie Rodriguez

Fort Worth, Texas

Robert Rodriguez

Fort Worth, Texas

Francisco Santoni, Maria Villa & Dante Santoni

El Paso, Texas

Shamika Donise Scott

Amarillo, Texas

Jennifer Lynn Olson Servo

Abilene, Texas

Hector Solorzano-Silverio

Killeen, Texas

DaNydia Betty-Jacqueline Thompson

Killeen, Texas

Duc Tran

Fort Worth, Texas

Susan Leigh Wolfe

Austin, Texas

