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THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF CRIME STOPPERS:  FOR PRACTING ATTORNEYS
A Presentation by Judge Richard W. Carter (Ret.)

Director of Legal Services for Crime Stoppers USA
I. What is “Crime Stoppers”?

II. Who is “Crime Stoppers” (the legal entity)?

III. A Brief History of “Crime Stoppers”

IV. How the Program is Established
V. How the Program is Operated

VI. Application of Contract Law to the Offering and Payment of Crime Stoppers Rewards

VII. Application of the “Informer’s Privilege” to Crime Stoppers
VIII. Review of State Legislation Pertaining to Crime Stoppers 
IX. Review of State and Federal Case Law Pertaining to Crime Stoppers
X. Special Issues

A. Subpoenas duces tecum, Motions to Compel Disclosure
B. Applicability of Sunshine Statutes (Public Information & Open Meetings)

C. Defamation/Libel

XI. Ethical Considerations

A. Payments to Informants Who Become Witnesses

B. Applicability of Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S. 83 (1963) 

C. Distinguishing “Confidential” Informants from “Anonymous” Informants

D. Conflicts of Interests of Crime Stoppers board members
E. “Funneling” of Reward Payments

F. Aiding and Abetting Violators of Federal Tax Laws

XII. Question and Answer Session

XIII. Concluding Remarks 
