SIDEBAR with the Judge

by Judge Richard W. Carter, Retired

CSUSA Director of Legal Services

Tracking Rewards and “Special” Rewards

Crime Stoppers USA will feature a day-long “Large Rewards Seminar” during its 2014 Annual Training Conference at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Austin, Texas.   One of the goals of the Seminar is not only to learn more about the pros and cons of offering larger rewards, but to develop appropriate criteria for monitoring such reward offers and capturing empirical data which can be used to quantify the effectiveness of such rewards.

While there has been much debate over the size of rewards for crime-solving information, we will now begin taking steps to make this new project a reality.   Therefore, it will be necessary to ask and receive the cooperation of Crime Stoppers programs.  

You may be asked to share information regarding any larger rewards or special rewards that you facilitate for third parties in addition to a regular “Crime Stoppers” reward.    The data collected will be analyzed by professionals including statisticians, economists, and criminologists.   Their findings and any recommendations will then be shared with those who either currently operate a reward program or who may be considering offering a reward.

If warranted, the data collection and analysis will continue beyond the one year trial period in order to have a larger sampling and a more accurate and reliable study. 
 
What Type of Information Might Be Needed or Tracked?

In no certain order, the following might be factors:
· Is the size of the reward within any existing range authorized by the corporation’s board or its governing documents?
· What is the amount of the reward?

· Who has possession or control of the reward money?

· Is the amount of any supplemental reward a fixed amount or is it subject to one or more increases in amount?

· Is Crime Stoppers offering the reward?

· Is the reward the money of Crime Stoppers, or of a third party?
· Is there more than one reward being offered or are the rewards combined?

· If more than one reward is being offered, are the terms of the offer the same for both rewards?

· Will the recipient of the supplemental reward be allowed to remain “anonymous”?

· How many communications (“tips”) were received and how many were deemed worthy of qualifying the tipster for a portion or all of the supplemental reward?

· Was the number of communications received considered to be unusually large?

· How much time elapsed from the time the supplemental reward was offered to the time the crime-solving tip was received?
Projected Timetable


The type of data needed and the templates for collecting and reporting such data will be drafted during the months of May and June 2014.   They will then be adapted so as to be capable of being integrated into existing or new software programs during the months of August and September 2014.    Ideally, everything would come together at the Crime Stoppers USA Annual Training Conference in Austin during the Large Reward Seminar on Tuesday, August 19, 2014 for distribution, instruction and discussion.     
