REWARDS
Crime Stoppers deals with serious or felonious  unsolved criminal offenses and, if a fugitive or wanted program is also being operated, wanted persons. All reward offers will be stated as :

"Crime Stoppers will pay a cash reward of up to $---- for information called into Crime 
Stoppers which result in the arrest(s) and/or charge(s) of the individual(s) responsible for 
committing the offense(s)/crime(s). "

The Crime Stoppers Board of Directors, after reviewing the coordinator’s report and/or the law enforcement investigator’s tip report, will, at their absolute discretion, make a determination if a reward is to be paid to the tipster, and in what amount. They are then responsible for making the reward payment.

In the most unique circumstances, as determined by the Board of Directors, where the purpose of Crime Stoppers may be best served
 by so doing, the program may:

1. Deal with non-arrestable offenses. 

2. Pay rewards to tipsters working directly with investigators, upon written request from 
 

   the investigator or agency head and based upon the specific detailed request and 
    

   recommendation of the Crime Stoppers coordinator. 

3. Pay rewards to tipsters where there is no arrest or charges filed.(ie; ongoing undercover 
 

      investigation, long term (years) investigation, etc.) 

The coordinator shall not enter into an agreement with any tipster regarding a specified amount for a reward to be paid for their information. The Crime Stoppers board shall have the absolute authority in establishing reward payments and the disbursement thereof. Programs may opt to develop their own award payout amount list or utilize the suggested list established by Crime Stoppers International using a "point system".  

No reward payment shall exceed the established maximum amount. 

Crime Stoppers shall not be directly involved or associated with outside (third party) rewards.

Eligibility for Rewards
Any person, except as restricted below, who contacts Crime Stoppers and gives information which leads to the arrest and/or conviction of an adult, or the equivalent in a juvenile case, or the arrest of an individual wanted in a criminal case, will be eligible for a reward. 

Under unique circumstances, where the purpose of Crime Stoppers may best be served, a reward may be approved by the Board of Directors and paid to a tipster:

1. Prior to arrest, charges, or apprehension, based upon the specific, detailed request of 
 

      the coordinator.

2. Prior to the regular payment date, based upon the specific, detailed request of the 
                      coordinator. 

3.  For a tipster giving information directly to a law enforcement officer under extraordinary 

      conditions, such as:

· a crime in progress where exigent circumstances did not allow for time to contact Crime 

      Stoppers.

· an extremely sensitive investigation involving allegations of misconduct or corruption by 

      officers working for Crime Stoppers.

    - involves national security.

4. For a tipster where no arrest is made or charges filed:

    - if the tipster is instrumental in the recovery of property.

· if in the resolution of a crime the prosecutor feels there is not sufficient evidence to 
 

     charge or charges are dropped by recommendation of a law enforcement officer.

    - if payment is requested based upon specific details by the coordinator.

The following person will NOT be eligible for a reward:

- the accused or co-accused of the crime

- the victim of the crime or members of their immediate family

- law enforcement informants funnelled
 into the program

- any member of a Crime Stoppers board or law enforcement agency

If more than one person furnished information about the same crime or wanted individual, the offered reward money may be divided at the Board of Directors’ discretion, based upon the relative importance of the tipster’s information and the date and time each tip was received.

Amount of Reward
A maximum reward of no greater than $1,000.00 U.S. (or $2,000.00 Canadian, or other national equivalent) will be paid for each “solved” major criminal offense or arrested individual. The amount in each case shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The reward amounts shall depend on the importance of the information, the nature of the crime, the risk to the tipster, and the importance of the tipster as a regular source, all as detailed by the coordinator. 

There are two basic methods used to determine reward amounts. The first follows the presentation of the coordinator’s report at the monthly meeting. At the end of the report the coordinator makes a suggestion for the reward amount. Following this, the Board of Directors discusses the outcome, risk to the tipster, importance of the information, nature of the crime, and importance of the tipster as a regular source of information. They then come to a determination as to whether they agree with the coordinator’s suggestion, or wish to establish their own amount.  

The second most common method for determining reward amounts is to establish a point system, whereby a certain number of points are linked to a certain reward amount. Points are given for the type of crime, risk to the tipster, number of people arrested, and the amount of recovered property or narcotics. The points are then assessed and the corresponding amount is determined. The Board of Directors can then discuss this amount and determine if they agree with the amount to be paid. This method gives the program a degree of uniformity, when assessing reward amounts for a tipster. 

� The payment of Crime Stoppers reward money when an informant is not technically or legally entitled to such, but equity or prudence suggests that payment is appropriate, it is referred to as a "best interest" reward.


� "Funnelling" is when an informant first reports crime-solving information to a law enforcement officer who notes the information, and then directs the informant to call Crime Stoppers and act like Crime Stoppers is receiving information not already known to law enforcement.  This is a fraud perpetrated against the Crime Stoppers board because the officer and the informant "conspire" to trick the Crime Stoppers board into paying charitable funds to a person who is not lawfully entitled to receive such a reward.





