











TX-26
Reynolds v. Charbeneau, 744 S.W. 2d 365 (Tex. App. - Beaumont 
1988)
A county sheriff allowed a private reward effort to have tips channeled through Crime Stoppers.  The $10,000 reward was claimed by the Crime Stoppers caller who provided the name of the other reward claimant who actually had the information needed to solve a double-murder.

The reward offer was made at a press conference and widely publicized.  One of the reports published stated:

"The parents of Debra David have offered a $10,000 reward to anyone who can help solve the baffling murders of their only child and well known folk singer John Vandiver."

After a thorough discussion of the law of contracts and rewards, the appellate court ruled that the trial court should award Reynolds a portion of the reward for telling Crime Stoppers that Charbeneau could solve the case.  Charbeneau had argued that he was entitled to all of the reward trust fund because of the legal wording of the trust agreement.  Here, the court said, "One need not comply with secret conditions the offeror intended to place upon the offer."  Reynolds helped solve the case by identifying Charbeneau as the possessor of key information.


Excessive $10,000 reward invites civil suit


Reward to be shared by two claimants
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