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Andrew Smith v. Crime Stoppers, No. 1428, Small Claims Court, 
Precinct No. 5, Place 2, Lamar County, Texas
Plaintiff Andrew Smith filed suit claiming that Crime Stoppers owed him a $1,000 reward in a murder case in which he gave information directly to the chief of police and a police detective.  Defendant, Lamar County Crime Stoppers, Inc., of Paris, Texas, filed an answer denying the claim, the reason being that Smith did not contact Crime Stoppers.  Smith gave the information prior to the offer of the reward, and the reward offered was up to $1,000 rather than $1,000.

Under the law of contracts, applicable to Crime Stoppers rewards, the case was resolved in favor of Crime Stoppers because (1) there was no exact performance by Smith, (2) Smith had no knowledge of the reward offer when he acted, because the reward had not been offered, and (3) Crime Stoppers could decide to pay Smith as little as one-cent.

The Justice of the Peace ruled that Smith "take nothing" and then expressed his disappointment in the plaintiff's poor judgment in filing the frivolous lawsuit.
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