T g allows Crlme Stoppers to o

» ' 4B I Frlday, December 25 2009 ‘

“UARL -

L'LAW ENFORCEMENT

Tlpsters can go onhne to grve mformatlon

An onlme chat feature

-communlcate with tlpsters

“to glean more |nformat|on o

-t on crlme Ieads

' .By DEANNA BOYD ; ,
E dboyd@star-telegmm comﬁ' e
“FORT ‘WORTH
. computer savvy, Tarrant County.
- Crime. Stoppers yas added a tool

» ;for people to sut it anonymious-

hps abot crime — the Web. chat.
. The feature, developed by Fort

T ’Worth based Nexus Systerns and |
‘we ‘can take’ advantage of new - : ,
‘person’ Who wanted to. provrde. §

more mformatlon to a prevrously .

g begun Sept..23; allows tipsters to

s communicate Via instant messag— :
“ing. Tt is the latest in a string-of -t
being

;advances.

technological "

" useéd by Tarrant County Crimg-

‘ Stoppers to field tips beyond the
s groups phone hotline. -~ .
- Tlpsters can also prov1de infor-"
. thation’via - text " messages and -
through the Crrme Stoppers Web '

s1te

pass along tips..

. Ken'Shetter, executive’ d1rector ‘
of the Safe City Commission, said -

. - the Web tool has already proved -
- successful with the arrest of a high

school student accused of selhng

pills::

wrth the younger generahons

. Crlme Tlme

Targehng ‘the -

Already, more: than 54 people-f
' have used the chatfeature, mne to ¢
nervous. when they're -actual
“speakingto somebody,” he said. T
think they’rea lot ; more outgolng’
when they’re havmg a chat con-'

“More and more, parncularly,.,

Want more crlme news?

: Go to star—telegram com/blogs e

' "there are a Iot of people who ]ust
- prefer to communicate through

. the Internet,” Shetter said. “We -

o wanted to- have ch01ces for those o N

M ; . EThrough the groups Web Slte

" Shetter- credits ]ose V1cente or 7w =

‘tega, ‘owner of Nexus Systems, "

with cormngu _wrththeWeb chat‘,_

idea: o

o "Hes a creatrve entrepreneur-»“~
fal ‘thinker,” Shetter said. “T’ ‘ask

people

him to always be thinking of ¥ ways_

technology He p1tched thls 1dea.
to1s.”

believes the. system may’ glean

‘more. information -from tipsters -
: ‘than a tradmonal phone conver- .,

sation.
- “Ithink people ated httle more

versation; There’s that feehng that
theres much more ‘anonymity.”

ted as long as 30 mJnutes w1th a

Ortega sald ke thought up the',"
idea for a Crime Stoppers chataf-
ter notrcmg there was no way for-
t1p -takers to have a two- -way con--
versation’ online, Ortega said he .

Tlppmg off the pollce

. - Crime Stoppers ‘offers reward ‘
‘money-in exchange for lnforma— o
- tion leading to an arrest. Ways '

to submlt a Crlme Stoppers tlp
L arer -

m By phone at 8‘!7—469 TIPS
:(8477)

-Www.469tips.com

“Tlp‘l 177:plus your message to »

.. .CRIMES (274637). - o
a Though a'Web chat Clle on L
“Chat” on the Crime Stoppers Sl

Web page, WWW 469tlps com

submitted tip. -

Iuna sard rhat wh11e she has to -
_rely on her note-taking abilities
. ’_durmgaphone call,aWebchatal- .
-lows her to snnply cut'and paste -
thetext of the conversation, intoa '
form that can be submitted to the . °

appropnate law enforcernent' '
agency. - i
" “You're not rmssmg anythmg, :

B Luna sa.1d
' Tip-taker Iris Tunacan attestto .~ .~ *7
that Luna said she has Web chat- - ——— ———
DEANNA BOYD, 817:390-7655 -

‘W Througha text. message Text o

“If theyre ‘mote’ savvy ‘Wlth :
ther.r fingers ‘than. their mouths,: _
this would deﬁmtely be the.ave- ~
nue theywou]d wantto take,” Lu-- -
iina said. - G :
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