To All Attendees at the Crime Stoppers Executive Director’s Seminar – February 19-20, 2010
I’m so sorry that I won’t be with you for the next couple of days in Ft. Worth.  Currently I’m recovering at home in the Philippines from a viral infection that I picked up while training police officers in Afghanistan.  I’m going to really miss the great camaraderie that we always experience at the Executive Director’s seminars.  But I’m recovering from a nasty viral infection that I picked up in Land of Dirt and Rocks, also known as Afghanistan, where I spent the last six months training their future police officers.

A lot has happened since our last Executive Director’s Seminar.  My wife Maylene and I were blessed with the birth of Gregory James MacAleese Gesulga in August.  He is a true joy who is cursed with his father’s looks and blessed with his mother’s brains.  Who could ever have predicted that I would be a father for the first time at the age of 62.
In addition to the six months that I spent in Afghanistan, I have also had the great pleasure of helping in the development of a new Christian community here in the Philippines.  I am using my personal funds to buy 25 hectares of land here in Mindanao, Republic of the Philippines, to establish a model self-sufficient community for more than 100 impoverished Filipino families.  We will grow our own crops, raise our own livestock and poultry, and build our own houses and a non-denominational church.  The families will live on the land free of charge but will be responsible for working the land and managing the livestock and poultry and maintaining our three fishing ponds.  They will give 50% of their production to the community co-op to feed the residents and will be able to sell the other 40% at the markets in the region.  Ten percent will be given to the church.  The “Paraiso Monte Community” (Paradise Mountain) will be the first project of its type in the Philippines and I am hopeful that it will be a model that we can take across the country.

In the past year I have also been busy writing three books.  I am hopeful that the first of these books will be published later this year.  One of the three books is a history of Crime Stoppers.  I call this book “Crime Stoppers:  The Inside Story” because I am using actual case histories to illustrate how Crime Stoppers works.  The second book is a diary that I am keeping about the Paraiso Monte Community project.  And the third book, which has been a joy to write, is entitled “The Apostle:  Jose Molica’s Journey for Christ” and is a work of fiction about a simple Filipino fisherman who is recruited by Jesus Christ to become a modern-day apostle to carry the Lord’s message of love and salvation to a world that has lost its way.

I was one of those people who had lost his way.  Thank God I found the right path to take in the later years of my life.

Now let’s talk about Crime Stoppers.  We are now in our 34th year of operation as an organization and the challenge you undoubtedly face is how to keep your program vibrant and productive.  Fortunately you are with the right people this week to explore ways to accomplish exactly those goals.

I would urge you to think outside the box about how to keep your Crime Stoppers program fresh. Programs have been making excellent use of the New Media and I would encourage you to take full advantage of the internet.  Perhaps we can develop a Crime Stoppers web site that publicizes a “World’s Most Wanted” list as well as highlighting our successes at the local level.  From the very first case – the Michael Carmen murder – we have proven that nothing succeeds like success.  When we publicize our successes, we get more community and media support and we also get more calls from tipsters.

I also hope that we will finally start to attract the attention of the folks at the Department of Homeland Security.  Crime Stoppers can be their instant working partner if DHS has a terrorist they want to find anywhere in North America or if they see a terrorist trend developing.  It still befuddles me why DHS and the FBI don’t make more extensive use of the world’s most effective anti-crime program – Crime Stoppers.  I know the U.S. Marshal’s Service has had great success with their association with Crime Stoppers.
If your program is more than 20 years old (and many are), you are probably going through your fifth or sixth generation of board members and coordinators.  Training is still the best way to instill pride and enthusiasm in your volunteers and law enforcement personnel.  I realize that we have not had great response to some of our training schools in the recent past, but that is no reason to give up on the need for a continuation of the training effort.  Keep at it.  I know it will pay dividends in the future.

Lastly, I will to pay tribute to my long-time friend and associate, Richard Carter, who is now in his 30th year as the reigning legal expert on Crime Stoppers case law.  Richard has helped bale countless programs out of legal predicaments and his Crime Stoppers Case Digest is still a classic compilation of Crime Stoppers case law.  I treasure Richard’s friendship and if I was there in Ft. Worth this week I would want to pay great tribute to his dedication to the Crime Stoppers concept.

Keep up your good work, my friends.  The world needs Crime Stoppers more than ever.  After spending the past two years in countries that have been torn apart by violence, I know that we have made a difference and will continue to make a difference in the years to come.

God bless you all.

Greg MacAleese

Crime Stoppers Founder       
