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MEMORANDUM

To:

Bill Nichols, Prosecutor, Monroe County
From:

Sarah Hubbard, Principal
Re:

Crime Stoppers Statutes in other states
Date:

April 3, 2013
Below is a brief overview of the top forms of funding found in state statutes around the U.S.  
1.  Crime Stoppers Reward Reimbursement
Overview
The court may order a defendant convicted of a felony offense to repay all or part of any reward paid by a crime stopper organization that led to the defendant’s arrest and conviction. Some states will allow the courts to deduct a small processing fee prior to transmitting payment to the appropriate crime stoppers organization. Others require the court to consider the financial hardships of the defendant and his/her dependents in determining repayment. Most allow the court to order the defendant to pay when sentenced, at a later date, or through a series of payments at specified intervals.
States
Arkansas

Colorado

Illinois

Kansas

Kentucky

New Mexico

North Dakota

Oklahoma

South Carolina

Texas

2.  Monetary Payment to Crime Stoppers as Part of Judgment
Overview

The court may require a fine to be imposed on a defendant assessed as a court cost and transferred to crime stoppers programs. This fee can be considered a condition of parole, apply only to misdemeanor offenses, or to all criminal offenses. The amount of the fine ranges from $20-$50 except for one state which specifies only $1.50 fine for misdemeanor violations. Some states also allow the court to deduct a ‘processing fee’ from the fine prior to transferring it to a crime stoppers organization. 

States

Arkansas

Colorado

Florida

Illinois

Louisiana
Mississippi

New Mexico
South Carolina

Texas

3.  Monetary Payment to Crime Stoppers as Part of Judgment-Traffic Violations
Overview
While Louisiana is the only state currently known to specifically mention traffic violations in statute, many other states which require monetary payment to crime stoppers as part of judgment define ‘all criminal offenses’ which can often involve traffic violations. This includes Mississippi which requires the court to impose a fine or penalty for any misdemeanor violation. 

States
Florida

Louisiana

Mississippi
4.  Funds Received from Seizures/Forfeitures
Overview
Laws governing funds from seizures and forfeitures encompass a broad range. Some states apply a certain percentage of all proceeds from the sale of seizures and forfeitures while others like South Carolina mandate monies paid by a crime stoppers organization for information resulting in arrest when money is also confiscated and forfeited must be reimbursed from the forfeited monies.  In Michigan, Crime stoppers actively accesses drug forfeiture funds, but recently passed legislation would allow those funds for many other uses which may but prioritization of Crimes stoppers in jeopardy.
States
Ohio (repealed)

South Carolina

Michigan

