TEN REASONS WHY A TRADITIONAL CRIME STOPPERS PROGRAM IS SUPERIOR TO A ENFORCEMENT AGENCY’S PURCHASE OF AN ANONYMOUS TIP PROGRAM FROM A FOR-PROFIT BUSINESS 
By
Judge Richard W. Carter (Ret.)

Director of Legal Services for Crime Stoppers USA

· Crime Stoppers has a rich history of success dating back to the original program in 1976 for which the International Association of Chiefs of Police (“IACP”) Parade Magazine awarded Albuquerque Police Officer Gregory B. MacAleese the “Police Officer of the Year” in recognition of the revolutionary new crime-solving/crime prevention concept.

· Without the 501 (c ) (3) tax-exempt Crime Stoppers organization with its corporate board, law enforcement must find another source of funding for rewards for tipsters, i.e. funds must be budgeted by the government, with the possibility of a need for an increase in taxes.

· Without the 501 (c )(3) Crime Stoppers corporation and its board of volunteers, the law enforcement agency will need to use its own personnel to perform services that have been performed by Crime Stoppers, with a probable increase in government costs (if the government finds its own volunteers then it will have the expense of training them and purchasing liability insurance coverage).
· The loss of a Crime Stoppers board will result in the loss of support of the community’s citizens who had been working very closely with the law enforcement agency.
· A for-profit business with headquarters in another part of the country will not know your community as well as a local Crime Stoppers organization, and will not care about anything other than timely payments of its invoices.

· Above premises considered, there will be no cost savings to the law enforcement agency, and it is a pipe dream to believe that the for-profit service provider will not significantly increase the costs for its services once Crime Stoppers is out of the picture and there is no competition.

· In most jurisdictions, statutory and/or case law gives additional protection to tipsters/informants who communicate information to a Crime Stoppers organization.   Communications to a law enforcement agency through an independent contractor for-profit business may or may not receive such protection.  Thus, informants cannot be guaranteed or promised that their identity will not be disclosed.

· Some of the for-profit businesses are using copy cat mutations of legitimate time-proven reward program management software and have neither been trained nor do they know the nuts and bolts of how an anonymous reward program operates.  Furthermore, the for-profit programs are inferior in the majority of instances.

· Crime Stoppers organizations routinely perform background and criminal history checks on its officers and directors.   What do you REALLY know about the integrity of those who own, control, or work for the for-profit business that wants to take your local tax dollars out of your community?
· The for-profit programs do not have the more than thirty (30) years of experience and expertise in dealing with legal issues associated with an anonymous reward program as does Crime Stoppers.
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