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CRIME STOPPERS USA, INC. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ORLANDO, FLORIDA
June 29, 2007
MINUTES
Call to Order – President 10:38 PM EST, June 29, 2007

Roll Call – Secretary – Board Members were asked to stand and were announced by position and location.  The following members were present:  Elaine Cloyd, Scott Abrams, Margaret Jones, James Chambers, Millie DeAnda, Thomas Kern, Terry Symonds, James Taliaferro, Kevin Viney, Jack Sullivan, Director-Region 4, James Lewis, Director-Region 5, Frank Boyd, Director-Region 6, Gregory Willey, Director-Region 8, Estela Quintanilla, Director-Region 10, Harvey Hilvitz, Director-Region 11, Janice VanHouten, Director-Region 14.

EXECUSED WITH NOTICE:  David Shock, Vice President, Lee Wagner, Director, Region 9, Mike VanHouten, Director-Region 12, Richard Carter, Director of Legal Services

Approval of Minutes – October 4, 2006 AGM Albuquerque, NM. Motion Viney/Hilvitz unanimously approved

Overview – President, Elaine Cloyd 

An overview was given by Ms. Cloyd as follow up with action taken since the last AGM, in October, 2006.  Board members added details throughout the agenda in regard to their areas of supervision.
· The last AGM was in Albuquerque, NM.  Since this is not an election year and the CSI conference is in Bermuda this year, we elected to have the AGM in conjunction with the Eastern Regional conference.  The hope was to reach members that would not have been able to attend a national or international conference.  Ms. Cloyd thanked Jack Sullivan, Tami Lawlor, and FACS for all the work that was put into this conference to make it a success.
· Ms. Cloyd reviewed the fact that Ms. Patricia Piaz had resigned as Secretary for Crime Stoppers USA due to other commitments.  Also Jan Schmidt resigned as Vice President for Crime Stoppers USA due to personal commitments plus be able to assist with the Colorado State Crime Stoppers reorganization.  Those positions were respectfully filled by Mrs. Margaret Jones and Mr. Dave Shock.
· The Crime Stoppers USA trade mark has been completed – now we will be working on the Scholastic trademark.
· Conference Training Surveys were completed last year and we are working on co-hosting regional training as a result of the responses.
· Member program update – Margaret Jones

There are 227 paid Crime Stoppers Programs as of June 29, 2007 entered and updated in CSIM.  All programs that were members of Crime Stoppers USA; 2005, 2006, have had letters and membership forms sent to them as of June 1, 2007, seeking their continued participation.

Total membership for 2006 was 262.  

· Financial Report – Scott Abrams
Through April 2007, net income has been $13,000.  Cash on hand is $55,000.


The 990 report was filed on time, May 15, 2007.
Communications:

· Website rebuilding – Scott Abrams
Mr. Abrams gave an update on the progress of our new website
· 1-800-222-TIPS is really expanding and now covers over 74 million people which is almost double the number covered in Canada and Australia although they have complete national coverage.

· Individual emails are used regularly to reach more of our membership.  Not enough people are using the web board.  It was asked that programs please keep the CSIM database updated so your program does not miss pertinent information.

· Thomas Kern reported the newsletter was progressing and urged each of the board members to send in success stories and events along with pictures from their programs for future issues.  Also the calendar of events is on the web listing the different events.  Ms. Cloyd thanked Mr. Kern for all his hard work on each of these projects.  Copies were available at this conference of the prototype for this first newsletter.  The newsletter will be available on the new web site.

· Insurance – we now have a new brochure that includes all four of our insurance products with the liability insurance being the flagship product.

· Legal Services and legislation – Unfortunately due to flight cancellations and flooding Richard Carter was unable to attend the conference as planned.  There has been some concern in regard to Federal Court subpoenas so Crime Stoppers USA will be working on legislation with Richard Carter to address that problem.
Mr. Symonds announced that he had just attended a meeting in Kansas in reference to Crime Stoppers legislation in that state, which will also be beneficial to other states trying to deal with this issue.  He will also be working with Richard Carter on National legislation.

Special Issues:
· Safe School Initiative – The issue of safe schools have been brought to the national forefront, especially with the threat of heinous crimes such as the Virginia Tech Shooting, so this is a primary issue for CSUSA to address and research.  In fact, an email survey recently went out that we hope you will all respond to.  Crime Stoppers USA will be investigating different avenues to address areas without programs.
· Cold Cases – Programs have received a couple of emails about the series that ABC Prime Time Live has planned on cold cases.  We hope that some of our programs will be featured.

· Shred-It – Many programs participated in the second community shred day to publicize Identity Theft.  This year we worked with Shred-It and Office Depot.  A template was sent out for programs to use and we hope to continue to fine tune these events.

· OAAA – The Outdoor Advertising Association of America has encouraged all of their members to work with Crime Stoppers to publicize using bill boards in local communities.  This project was started in Kansas City and has had lots of success.  It is the lead story on the newsletter and hopefully will continue to build in the future.  A representative of Lamar Advertising was well received when he presented at the Midwest Conference in Kansas.

· This afternoon and tomorrow morning Crime Stoppers USA will be holding a board meeting.  Part will be executive session for strategic planning but if any one has items to bring before the board or want to attend the open part of the meeting the location is downstairs in one of the session meetings and will start immediately following a lunch break.

11:23AM - Motion to adjourn Jones/Boyd, unanimously approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret E. Jones

Secretary
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