Crime Stoppers USA

Minutes of October 4, 2006

Present:

Cloyd, Roper, Abrams, Van Houten, Van Houten, Hilvitz, Wagner, Shock, Sullivan, Lewis, Symonds, Jones, Estella, Taliaferro. 

Excused absence:

Piaz, Swan, Snodgrass

President Cloyd began the meeting by reporting that Crime Stoppers USA was finally trademarked. 

The minutes of the 2005 AGM minutes were disbursed and voted on. A motion by Margaret Jones to approve as written, seconded by John Roper, passed unanimously.

President Cloyd reiterated that there are now 6 regions belonging to CSI and explained the breakdown with a map. Guam is also a USA member program. She went on to further explain the dues paid to USA qualify those member programs as be considered a member of CSI. Clarification again was made as to the “old” CSI phone number, 800-245-0009 is now being answered by Albuquerque, New Mexico program.

Treasurer Abrams reported on our financial strength as an organization. He indicated that our fiscal year ended August 31, 2006 and dues received throughout the year made up a majority of our income. Other income was derived from the Hershey’s grant and interest income. Our only liability expenses currently are the required CSI annual dues and legal expenses under contract. Expenses for 2006 currently are listed for $41,365.25 with an additional $10,000 to be paid out before year-end. Abrams also reported that a Racine Wisconsin accounting firm is reviewing our financial statement.

Director of Legal Service Richard Carter reported the new legal hotline is established and ready for calls. The number is 817-492-8175. He also noted that State Legislation help is available through his office. Pending are a few lawsuits involving school Crime Stopper programs which can effect your local program, most notably is the lack of fully disclosures and state restrictions. Richard reminded us to think of it as a 10 second disclosure of rules at the end of a public service announcement.

Scott Abrams gave an update of the Website rebuilding process. The decision to re introduce the website was made in June 2006 by the then, current board of directors. The board thanked Kevin Anderson for his support, guidance and implementation of the current site. Abrams noted that his committee looked at 12 bidders and reduced the number to three being considered after 6 were determined to be qualified. The cost to develop a new site has been determined to cost us between $3,000 and $9,000. The current website address will remain.

Nominations Chair Margaret Jones reported that 262 programs received ballots. Two new board members were introduced, Estella and James Taliaferro.

The membership committee led by James Taliaferro is being rejuvenated. Regional Reps will be required to communicate and meet with their local programs. Our member programs are the most important participants and must be taken care of. The 2006 membership dues will be mailed within the next month. Past mailing problems have occurred because of personnel changes.

Terry Symonds is handling legislation and he is working with Legal Services Director Richard Carter. Symonds indicated that email was the best direction to reach him.

By laws Committee Chair John Roper confirmed all changes to the current by laws were mailed with the ballots and hopefully when passed will make the future voting easier. 

Training Chairman Scott Abrams gave a report concerning the conference survey that was mailed out. 125 programs responded. Future surveys should be mailed to programs that aren’t attending the conference for their response. 85% responding said that a state conference was important to them, 80% would like to attend National or International conferences and all participants wanting a yearly conference. 37% of those responding like the fall for the conference schedule. As a cost savings, all handouts given at conferences should be copied and shared with participant’s local boards.

Training Director for CSI, Jan Schmidt asked for a chance to organize a regional conference for planned regions starting in 2007. Jackson Mississippi came forward with an offer to host a national conference in 2007. Core classes would be required and available with a speaker’s bureau hopefully established. With the bureau in place, travel to regional sites for conferences would be cheaper and locally driven. Schmidt would like to see four regional training sites per year with an estimated attendance of between 400 and 700 people. Training would be more regions specific. At this time a statement from the floor, and recognized by the chair as Ron Conlin requested that the regional/national conference not compete with Bermuda in 2007. President Cloyd remarked that a rotation of training conferences would be worked out. 

Communications network subject was brought at this time, the tips line, 800-222-TIPS being used as a national number and as common as the “Double M”, also known as McDonald’s. Problems occurring with the number are the number of calls that are forwarded and sent to programs hundreds of miles from the crime scene. Pot found in Washington was directed to a small program elsewhere and the caller wanted an award. Everyone believes that sponsorship will be easier with a common national number.  We were reminded that the calls are 6 cents per call and we don’t give up our local number.

CSIM, Mr. Anderson spoke about the different ways to communicate information and how current data is needed to receive and process information. Information on CSIM will be sent with the dues notices. Currently it is felt that all statistics are being under reported. 

Ms. Margaret Jones reported on the ability to partner with Outdoor Advertising, specifically the LAMAR Company. The outdoor advertising association recommends billboard companies work with Crime Stoppers programs in the US.

Mr. Russ Handley and his attractive wife gave a presentation on liability insurance and why we need it. Discussion on Directors and Officers coverage and Fidelity insurance. Keep in minds that this insurance does not cover special events. There is a Volunteer protection law, #105-19, and 36 states have this law in effect.  

We will continue to promote National Shredd It day across America. Indianapolis started the event and the day has yet to be decided. Watch the website for future dates. 

A question from the floor asked how much of programs dues go to CSI? The answer was $85.50. 

There was a motion on the floor to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 pm.

Submitted by Kevin Viney, 
