CRIME STOPPERS USA, INC. 

TELECONFERENCE MEETING

March 13, 2006 – 3:00PM CST

1) Call to Order – President, Elaine Cloyd
2) Roll Call – Secretary Patricia Paiz
.
Present:  Elaine Cloyd, John Roper, Patricia Paiz, Scott Abrams, Eddie Swan, Dave Shock, Jan Schmidt, Jan Van Houten, Mike Van Houten, Lee Wagner, Margaret Jones, Harvey Hilvitz and Terry Symonds
Not Present with notice:  Dana Snodgrass

Present without notice:
Jack Sullivan, James Lewis, Mike Johnson

A leave of absence was requested by Margaret Cooper and was accepted by the Board
3) Approval of Minutes – February 20, 2006  Motion/2nd - Swan/Roper Approved unanimously
4) Financial Report – Scott Abrams – See emailed report

A disbursement was made in the amount of $10,944 in Feb for CSI dues
Other checks written, with the largest amount to legal fees, brought total disbursements for February to $13,315.94.  Total net loss for the month was $8,265.94.  

Scott filed our paperwork as follow up to our original application for 501 (c) 3 status as it is necessary to re-file five years after the original filing date.
The donation for $15,000 was received from Hershey for marketing research. 20,000 Child Identification kits will also be donated by Hershey and we need to determine how to distribute them.

Motion to approve the financial report.  Motion/2nd - Wagner/ Paiz – Approved unanimously

5) Member program update – Margaret Jones See emailed report
179 programs have paid 2006 dues for a total of $38,200
6) Director of Legal Services Report – Richard Carter
Not available
7) Purdue Pharma Agreement – Elaine Cloyd
The agreement is under review by the Purdue Pharma attorney.  They have drafted a logo for us to use which will be distributed for comments.
8) Shred-It Project – Elaine Cloyd see emailed report
We are experiencing incomplete and outdated data in CSIM, however it still contains a lot of information which will assist in contacting programs.  Some Regional Directors have still not even gotten into CSIM.  There are still a lot of programs that need to be contacted about a variety of issues including becoming members, and the Shred-It project. 
These community events start April first and run through the month of April on all Saturdays, except Easter weekend.  Shred-It has hired a National PR firm - Fleishman-Hillard - to publicize this new upcoming event.  We need Regional Directors and Board members to work at getting the word out and bringing on programs as members.  The national kickoff for the events and the release of the national press release will be in Kansas City, March 31.

Margaret volunteered to  work on Arkansas in order to get programs on board.  Patricia P. will contact Honolulu.  California needs help but the state board is somewhat unorganized and there has not been any response yet.  Utah/Virginia/Pennsylvania/Rhode Island/New York/ Nevada are also open states.  We cannot send out a blanket email to all US programs because there are approximately 200 specific locations which will hold events.  Everyone can use CSIM to get information on programs.   Elaine will get all the program numbers together for the programs and will divide them up so that each Board Member can assist in making contact.
9) Other - Hershey/ Kroger – National Vice President was contacted and was still waiting for Turkey Hill to report their sales.  There is some confusion as to how much the donation will be.  We’ve been working with the fundraising side of Hershey and Kroger has been working with a National Accounts manager for convenience stores.  Kroger had anticipated that Hershey would send shippers and signage for the promotion which would target a specific number of candy bars for the promotion.  However, the national accounts manager retired in the middle of the planning and the shippers were not sent, so the stores just placed signage on their regular displays.  Kroger is going to speak with Hershey and see what they can do to provide a better sales total.  Elaine will notify us with the final results.
Tomar industries – This company makes light bars for police cars and is apparently working with CSIF to make a special one for Crime Stoppers programs.  The Boise Police Department purchased one for the Boise Crime Stoppers program.  The light bars are red, clear and amber.  There is no blue in the light bar which might be a problem in some states.  Steve Walrath will be contacted to see exactly what the project entails.  
The caller information deadline was March 8, 2006.  We luckily got an article in, but there was no public announcement of the deadlines.  We will try to get a schedule in order to stay on top of the future deadlines and submit CSUSA articles.

Margaret Cooper’s statement of opinion has not come back yet from the Mississippi AG’s office.  Richard Carter sent a letter to the Dept of Public Safety indicating what items in the state Crime Stoppers office belong to CSUSA.  The letter went out two weeks ago.  We should be receiving notice as to when we can pick up our items.  Elaine will keep everyone up to date on this issue.
Motion for Jan Schmidt to fill in for Margaret Cooper as CSI Representative at the SBM. Motion/2nd Paiz/Swan – Approved unanimously 
10)   Adjournment
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