CRIME STOPPERS USA, INC. 

TELECONFERENCE MEETING

February 20, 2006 – 3:00PM CST

1) Call to Order – President

2) Roll Call – Secretary
Present:  Elaine Cloyd, John Roper, Patricia Paiz, Margaret Cooper, Scott Abrams, Eddie Swan, Dave Shock, James Lewis, Jan Schmidt, Janice Van Houten, Mike Van Houten, Lee Wagner, Margaret Jones, Kevin Viney, Terry Symonds, and Harvey Hilvitz, and Richard Carter (nonvoting).
Absent with notice:  Jack Sullivan

Absent without notice:  Mile Johnson, Danna Snodgrass

3) Approval of Minutes – December 19, 2005 - Cooper/Roper -Motion/2nd – Approved unanimously.
4) Announcements – 
· Albuquerque Crime Stoppers was given the FBI Directors Community Leadership Award.
· A great letter was provided by the FBI for National Crime Stoppers Month, however, it was not distributed to the Nation/Regions until January 31.  It was suggested we thank them, see if we can get one arranged for 2006 soon, and also see if we can get a general letter to use without the reference to Crime Stoppers month.

5) President’s Report – Elaine Cloyd  (See emailed Report).

-
Executive Committee Minutes – January 16, 2006
· Commitment Letter – will finish soon
· Web Site email


Please make sure email requests are forwarded to John Roper as he is keeping a log of all 
requests.

· Kroger/Hershey


We don’t have a total yet for the project but our Kroger contact should be back in the office on 
Friday.  Tami Lawlor gave us great coverage by sending out 1922 press releases to the media - 
only 247 were returned.  There are programs that were members in 2005, but have not paid 
their dues yet for 2006 that would have been eligible for the project.  Some were in states that 
do not have Regional Directors.

Motion to have the Region Directors contact any outstanding programs in the 
sixteen state area that were 2005 members but have not paid 2006 dues yet and give 
them 
a due date of April 1 to get their dues paid so they can participate in the 
Hershey/Kroger project.  Abrams/Cooper  - Approved unanimously.
CSUSA should be receiving between  $35,000 and  $50,000.  This amount of money will be divided so that all programs get an equal share.  This will amount to approximately $300.00 for each program.  The check to Crime Stoppers USA from Hershey for marketing research is in the mail and it should be in the amount of $15,000.  

Francis Giovanna will be resigning from our Board, however, he might be able to be the liaison for Connecticut.  We have a verbal resignation and will request a written one.  

6) Introduction of Lee Wagner - Director from Region 9—Lincoln Nebraska

Lee is replacing Terry Symonds as Region 9 Director.  Terry serves as Legislation Chair, 
but 
has been a great board member and would agree to continue serving as a voting board member.

Motion to appoint Terry Symonds into the Board position vacated by Francis

 Di’ Giovanna, to serve until October.  Roper/Wagner –Motion/2nd - Approved Unanimously.

7) Upcoming Conferences

Southeastern Conference – Elaine Cloyd was invited to make a presentation on behalf of 
CSUSA at the conference.  Also, programs in Maryland have been asking for assistance with 
proposed legislation and would like to become members of CSUSA.  Elaine is also trying 
to set up a meeting with FBI-LEEDA at the conference.  Also, Illinois State Crime Stoppers 
sent an invitation as well.
Motion to provide funding in the amount/ but not to exceed $1500.00, to provide transportation for Elaine to attend the conferences.    Swan/Roper-Approved Unanimously

8) Financial Report – Scott Abrams – (See emailed report)

Reports were sent out in four parts:  The 1st page included in the report is a Profit and Loss 
report for January.  Dues income of $27,850 was the only income received for January; 
expenses were $3,340.  Net income was over 24,000.  We have almost  $48,000 in assets at this 
time.
Motion to approve Financial Report – Viney/Symonds- Approved unanimously
9) Member program update – Margaret Jones

There are 158 paid programs at this time – 6 have not been recorded in CSIM at this time but will be added later today.  

10) Officer Reports- None

11) Director of Legal Services Report – Richard Carter 
· We have continued to have calls for legal assistance We probably need some kind of legal update (for anyone taking notes), that the legal phone number is 817-492-8175.  Richard continues to share that information with programs. 
· There was a request for assistance from Beloit, WI Crime Stoppers about doing a Poker Run which would be a large scale operation as a fundraiser for CSIF.  This became not only a tax issue but may be an illegal practice in some areas.  In Texas, Poker runs are considered illegal gambling, however, they were able to change the wording to make it legal for nonprofit organizations.
12) Regional Directors Reports

-
Regions 12 and 14 were the only written reports received so far.  Elections will be held this 
year for all even Regions.  Directors need to make sure they hold those elections, and 
considering we have it in our by-laws that all programs vote, you should also make sure that 
ballots are at least emailed to all member programs.  Margaret Jones will assist in this area.
-
Kevin Viney did not have any new updates for CO at this time, and is not getting reports as he 
should. 
13) Committee Reports - None

14) Purdue Pharma

Everyone had received the latest agreement revision that was presented to Purdue 
Pharma.  
Elaine Cloyd and Richard Carter had a conference call with Aaron Graham, Vice 
President, 
and went over two areas of concerns.  Aaron was concerned about the wording in Point #7and 
the exclusion of working at all with programs that were not 
members of CSUSA.  They wanted 
to be able to give money as warranted to “catch the bad guys”, while CSUSA wanted to make it 
known the we did not want them to compete with other programs of the same nature.  He 
understood our concern about competitors.  Possibilities include:

Excluding #7 entirely.  Our alliance will grow stronger with Purdue Pharma as CSUSA grows stronger, and for now we need allow them to work with local programs.

Motion to try and redraft paragraph #7 to include people, which are in alliance with CSUSA, and organizations who are in direct competition with us. We can have Purdue Pharma check with us if there is any question.  If redrafting does not work, then delete #7 altogether. - Roper/Abrams – Approve Unanimously 

Motion - Schmidt/Swan - This matter will be removed from being tabled and anything voted on before then, will be in effect.   Approved unanimously.
15) Other Business-Shred-It 

This project was introduced at the December meeting, however, Shred-It and Wal-Mart just agreed to most of the details, and Crime Stoppers USA was asked to join the campaign this past Friday.  They think it is such a great fit.  There are a few final details for the two corporations to work out, but everything looks like a go. There will be National, regional and local media releases.  They wanted the campaign to be held in April because it will be the end of tax season and would be a great time.  They told us today and that is not a requirement to have a program in every location.  They will do everything, booths, signage etc, programs just need to show up, take donations, and advertise their programs.  Programs do not have to participate if they do not want to.  CSUSA will have to notify all programs.  This will be a project for CSUSA member programs.

Motion –Paiz/Roper To move forward with this initiative.  The EC will try to work with the Regional Directors for the best way to get the word out.  Unanimously approved. 

16) Another full board CSUSA telconfernce meeting is scheduled for Monday March 20th, 
2006 at 3:00 p.m. CST

Meeting Adjourned
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