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CRIME STOPPERS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

MARCH 17, 2004

Minutes of the teleconference

The following board members were on line:

Margaret Cooper, President

Elaine Cloyd, Vice President

E. Scott Abrams, Treasurer

Margaret E. Jones, Acting Secretary




Kevin Anderson, Region 10

Charles Brown, Strategic Planning Chairman

Harvey Hilvitz, Region 11

Gary Mathews, Region 7

Eddy Swan, Business Partnership Chairman

Terry Symonds, Region 9

Jan Van Houten, Region 14

Kevin Viney, Region 8

Richard Carter, Legal Counsel - Non Voting 

Roll was called and it was established that a quorum was present.

John Roper requested an excused absence due to previous commitment.

Jack Sullivan absent without notice.

Minutes and special meeting

Mr. Viney made a motion to approve the minutes of the February  18, 2004 teleconference and special teleconference meeting March 3, 2004, a second by Mrs. Van Houten, the motion was unanimously approved.

Treasurers Report

Mr. Abrams noted that he has emailed his report ending February 29, 2004, to the entire board.   There were two miscellaneous receipts, one from CSI in the amount of $800.00 for the reimbursement of travel for Gary Mathews and a program donation from Stephenson County Crime Stoppers in the amount of $1,500.00.  Total CSUSA membership for the month of February was, $1,225.00.  Total disbursements for February was $75.00 to Residential Care Ministries, a donation in memory of G. Carter, Richard Carter’s father.  It was noted that a bill from Fish/Richardson was received for action in January in the amount of $157.50, Ms. Cloyd said she would follow-up on what this charge was for, then let the board know.   Mrs. Cooper reported that she had paid for the online data base for several months in the amount  $15.00 a month and requested reimbursement. The beginning cash balance for February was $8,729.56, ending cash balance for February is $12,182.06.  Mr. Viney made a motion to approve the treasurers report as presented, Mr. Hilvitz seconded the motion, and motion was unanimously approved.

Mrs. Cooper stated that she is again in contact with Court TV, apparently there had a breakdown in communication.  She will be talking with Scoot McPherson as to what the next step will be.

Ms. Cloyd noted that she is still in the process of finding a service that will fit the needs of CSUSA 800 number.  She is waiting to hear from Warren Miller this week with additional information.

Mr. Swan said he is meeting with Homeland Security this week and would Ms. Cloyd mind if he included her in a teleconference with these people.

Mrs. Cooper reported that she had been informed that the Director of the FBI has appointed Louis Quijas, as the new liaison between the FBI and CSI.   Mrs. Jones noted that Mr. Quijas worked for then retired from the Kansas City, MO Police Department.

Mrs. Cooper updated the board on the National Child Identification Program, stating that they want to partner with CSUSA.  She also stated that NCIDP had already placed CSUSA on their web page as a Strategic Partner.  After considerable discussion by the board, Mr. Brown made a motion that Mrs. Cooper contact NCIDP and asked that CSUSA be taken off the web until further notice.  Mr. Swan seconded the motion.  After discussion Mr. Brown withdrew his motion and Mr. Swan withdrew his second and the board directed Mrs. Cooper to continue working with them on partnerships.

.    Mrs. Cooper emailed the CSUSA Board of Directors the following bullet points from NCIDP and asked that the board review and report back to her prior to March 24, 2004.

National Child Identification Program / Crimestoppers USA

program bullet points
· The National Child Identification Program (NCIDP) seeks to partner with Crimestoppers USA in an effort to protect America’s children.  Crimestoppers USA can utilize the NCIDP as a Nationwide community service initiative for its’ members

· Crimestoppers USA can work with local law enforcement, Federal Bureau of Investigation Community Outreach Personnel and other service organizations in the effort to distribute ID Kits to the 62 million K-12 kids in America

· The NCIDP will assist Crimestoppers USA via conducting public service announcements about the program heard on Clear Channel Communication radio stations nationwide

· The NCIDP will look to utilize some of America’s high-profile football coaches and FBI personnel in this joint effort 

· Crimestoppers USA will be able to utilize the NCIDP for community, public and governmental relations

· The program can be utilized as a membership drive or general public awareness vehicle via an insert within distributed Crimestoppers ID Kits nationwide or information can be handed out with distributed Crimestoppers USA ID Kits (insert is Crimestoppers USA discretion)

· Any insert should be uniform in nature

· Relevant geographic information pieces should be utilized as handouts with an ID Kit distribution 

· The NCIDP will be able to bridge Crimestoppers USA and school districts nationwide via our relationship with State Superintendent Associations.  This relationship ensures that ID Kits presented by Crimestoppers USA can get directly into school districts of choice

· The NCIDP will coordinate local, state and governmental resolutions lauding Crimestoppers USA for its’ work helping to protect America’s kids.  FBI personnel, State Superintendents, the nation’s top college football coaches and aforementioned local, state and governmental figures will be brought together for photo opportunities with Crimestoppers USA brass.  The NCIDP will coordinate a kick-off of the program in Washington D.C.

· Web linking can be utilized between the NCIDP and Crimestoppers USA

· The NCIDP can utilize college and pro football stadiums as a venue to distribute sponsored Crimestoppers USA Child ID Kits and also utilize these venues to promote Crimestoppers USA

· Crimestoppers USA will receive 3 PA announcements per game

· Crimestoppers USA can assist with handing out Child ID Kits to parents and grandparents who desire an ID Kit

· Crimestoppers USA will be mentioned on major college football coaching shows as a major program sponsor

· The NCIDP will look to utilize stadiums for Crimestoppers USA check presentations to the NCIDP (if applicable & for additional PR)

· The NCIDP will use any and all appropriate measures to ensure Crimestoppers USA receives ample coverage and notoriety regarding the partnership with the program.

1)  What is the National Child ID Program and how does it work?

The American Football Coaches Association (which is the association for all National Football League and NCAA coaches nationwide) started the National Child Identification Program as a community service in 1997.  The FBI recently partnered with the program in an effort to protect America’s 63 million children through a more efficient fingerprinting program.  The program is a decentralized program that provides an inkless fingerprint I.D. Kit to parents, allowing them to take and store their child’s fingerprints in their own homes.  There is no messy black ink to clean, and the card remains in the parent’s possession.  

2)  Why did the FBI think it was important to partner with the National Child Identification Program?

The distribution of I.D. Kits directly to parents allows law enforcement to facilitate a widespread fingerprint program.  Many in law enforcement have been involved in child fingerprint programs.  At the FBI’s Criminal Justice Information Services Division, it was found that despite their best efforts, they have never fingerprinted more than a fraction of the children in their home state of West Virginia because traditional centralized fingerprinting programs require tremendous manpower to take prints and clean up the black ink afterwards.  The same goes for all of law enforcement nationwide.  

3)  Why should we fingerprint our children?

It’s sad that we live in a society where children are susceptible to running away or being abducted, but it happens every day.  This program seeks to make a difference and if we can bring one child home safely, it will be worth all the effort.  Parents need every advantage they can get and fingerprints can be a valuable tool in assisting law enforcement with reuniting children with their families.

4)  At what age should parents complete their ID packet with their children’s’ information?

The program targets 63 million children ages K-12.  However, we recommend that parents fingerprint children beginning at age 4.   

President Cooper requested that each board member contact her before March 24, 2004 with their response/thoughts on the above bullet points on National Child ID Program.

Mrs. Jones noted that she had received an application for at large candidacy for CSUSA.  The board pointed out that guidelines have not been set out at this time for at large position.  It was suggested that this might be a CSI.  The Executive Board will meet and address this then report back to the board members.

Question on individual memberships to CSUSA.  It was suggested that we hold off on this until January 5, 2005.

CSUSA is scheduled to meet at the CSI Conference in Cincinnati.  They noted that they need to contact  Jan Schmitt to make meeting rooms available.  Each region rep has requested a room to meet with their group.

Question on Directors and Officers, and liability insurance was discussed.  Ms. Cloyd and Mrs. M. Jones will look into possible carriers and amounts.

Kevin Anderson noted that updates have been made on the web board, be sure and check it daily.

Mrs. Cooper apprised the board of the phone charge per minute of the monthly conference calls, approximately 12 cents a minute..

No further business the meeting stood adjourned at 4:29pm. 
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_________________________

Margaret D. Cooper, President


















Margaret E. Jones, Acting Secretary
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