CRIME STOPPERS USA 

TELECONFERENCE MEETING

9/17/03

President Cooper called the meeting to order at 3:05pm CST.  Roll call was taken with the following present:

Margaret Cooper

Elaine Cloyd

John Roper

Scott Abrams

Charles Beasley

Gary Mathews

Margaret Jones

Harvey Hilvitz

Kevin Viney

Eddie Swan

Janice Van Houten

Terry Symond- Late\

Richard Carter- Non-voting

Not Present-

Charles Brown- Not Excused

Jack Sullivan- Excused

President Cooper stated that the minutes from the last conference call were not available due to a malfunction of the tape recorder.  She stated they would try to have some form of the minutes for our next meeting.

Financial Report

Scott Abrams sent the report via email.  We received two new dues payments.  We had a small amount of interest.  Balance as of this month $10, 324.00.  Kevin Viney moved and Harvey Hilvitz seconded a motion to approve the financial report.  Passed no opposition.  Scott will add up our memberships for this year.

Presidents Report

President Cooper advised she is still working on the Court TV program.  We are waiting to get all the persons together to work on the plan.  Scoot McPherson was pleased with our wish list.

Secretary

John stated he has not sent out any member certificates.  He stated he will work on this and get them out shortly.

Highway Help

Eddie Swan stated that CSUSA no longer has exclusive rights to the Highway Help signs.  Eddie stated we have not sold any signs.  Eddie asked if someone would contact Ron Conlin at 7-11.  Janice Van Houten stated she will contact Ron Conlin.  Eddie stated we need the first sale.  Eddie advised the Miami-Dade County Police Chiefs approved the signs and programs.  Discussion ensued regarding the reason for this and it seems that there may be several reasons this did not work.  Several board members needed information and they will get the packet and a sign to show their boards.  Kevin Viney will have signs for the Wis. State Conference.  Scott Abrams will get Kevin a sign. If you need a packet email President Cooper and she will send you a packet.

Elaine brought up a question regarding the commission paid on the sale of signs if we had an outside person selling them.  Jack Sullivan has a formula and he can email it to all board members.

Strategic Plan

President Cooper stated we have not received any report from Ralph Page.  She has sent him emails.  John advised that he has been tied up with a major security survey.  John will check.

Elaine asked if we had contacted the members that had not renewed.  No one had.  Scott advised he would send us a spread sheet comparing two years.  Discussion ensued regarding how to deal with this issue.  We will check with those that have not renewed but we will not send out new dues notice until November.  We will do this in a bullet format and we will change the membership form.  Scott will assist with this.

Handouts for CSUSA Conference at CSI

President Cooper asked what we should hand out.  Discussion ensued as to what we needed to hand out.  Richard advised to make sure we have a list of members, and dues notice for those who have not paid.  We will need a bullet format and we will keep it to one page if possible.  John will have the membership certificates ready to hand out. We have them refer to the website for the by laws and articles of incorporation.  Richard also advised to put everything on a disk.  Elaine suggested that we register everyone who registers at the conference, immediately put them on the web board.  Email your thoughts and ideas to President Cooper.

800 Number

Elaine stated she will work on this after the CSI conference.  She advised she has some new contacts in AT&T and Sprint.  She had name to use as an introduction.  Elaine stated we have the 1-800-222-8477.

Elaine advises that Alex McDonald will no longer be the editor of the Caller.  She will re-send the article on Highway Help to Richard.

New Business

President Cooper advises that we need to address that we have a board member who has missed four meetings of nine that we have had.  We need to discuss how to handle this. Discussion ensued and several opinions were expressed.   Elaine stated the we should have a standing rule that we are going to consider all the teleconferences as meetings. After a discussion we decided to write a letter to Charles Brown and advise him of our concern.  John will draft a letter for the Executive Committee signatures.  John Roper moved and seconded by Eddie Swan that we send a letter to Charles Brown regarding the issues.  Passed no opposition.

Meeting for rest of Year

October 15-  This meeting will be cancelled due to CSI conference.

November 19

December 17

The company we are using is Intercall and they are out of Canada.  They are very reasonable.

Motion by Eddie second by Kevin Viney to cancel meeting on October 15.  Passed no opposition.

IACP Meeting

Elaine brought up the manning of the booth at the IACP conference in Sept.  Discussion ensued.  IACP convention Oct. 21-25, 2003.  Space is provided for CSI and they are willing to share with CSUSA.  Gary Mathews will get with Elaine and they will work on manning the booth.  We could save monies with this venture.

Meeting adjourned at 4:05pm.

