CSUSA Minutes

Post Conference Board Meeting

June 11, 2003

Orlando, FL

The meeting was called to order by President Cooper at 2:20pm E.S.T.  The secretary called roll.  We had a quorum.  

PRESENT:

Margaret Cooper, Elaine Cloyd, John Roper, Scott Abrams, Charles Beasley, Charles Brown, Margaret Jones, Gary Mathews, Eddie Swan, Terry Symonds, and Jack Sullivan.

EXCUSED:

Janice Van Houten, Kevin Viney.  Richard Carter is our legal counsel; however he was not required to attend this meeting.

We passed the Minutes. They will be dealt with at the monthly teleconference.

We passed the President’s report and officer’s reports since they were given at the AGM.

Treasurer’s Report:

Scott stated we have received $15.00 from the Highway Help and $50.00 from program memberships.

Committee Reports:

Eddie Swan asked if anyone had recommendations for the items in the Highway Help program packet.  Charles Brown asked what the response has been thus far.  Eddie stated none, but it is because programs have not had a chance to look at the program.  Discussion ensued that we may need to give the programs a chance to meet and discuss the issues since we only sent the package out in April.  

Elaine stated that a packet is available that we need to follow up with so that we can make the contacts needed to sell the signs. 

Scott stated he has looked into the taxation issues with a tax attorney he knows.  He states that the attorney believes that this is a fundraising event and we would not be responsible for the taxes if we were selling to non-profit corporations. (meaning CSUSA).  However, if we sell to for profits corporations we would probably have to pay sales tax.

Elaine stated that the packet may be a little large and we should use a bullet sheet.  Jack and Eddie will work on this and complete it for everyone.  John stated the idea is to solicit bulk sales.

There was further discussion on how to market the program in the USA.  We also discussed the idea of hiring sales people, who will work on a commission basis, to sell the signs.  

Elaine brought up a question.  Suppose a local program goes into a national company and they take the idea national.  What happens to the split of profits?  Discussion ensued with several different ideas on what to do with this.  

President Cooper appointed a committee of Eddie Swan- Chair, Jack Sullivan, and John Roper to address several issues, if a CSUSA board member makes a sale do the profits go directly to CSUSA or would it go to the local program the board member represents, is there a conflict of interest for CSUSA members to sell the signs and several other issues. 

They will report back on July 16, 2003.

President Cooper introduced Lisa Alston from Court TV.  Ms. Alston gave a brief presentation of what Court TV could offer CSUSA members and the reasons for forming a partnership with CSUSA.

Elaine brought up a Sponsoring Associate who was interested in joining CSUSA.  Discussion ensued regarding this issue.  A motion was made by Elaine that individual sponsoring associate membership pay $35.00 a year dues. Seconded by John Roper.

The motion was tabled.

The by-laws committee of Elaine Cloyd-Chair, Eddie Swan and Charles Beasley will address this type of membership.

Eddie Swan recommended that CSUSA honor Ralph Page for his assistance with our planning meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30PM, EST.
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