CSUSA Minutes

Board of Directors Meeting

May 21, 2003

President Cooper called the meeting to order at 3:08pm CST.  Present online were Margaret Cooper, Elaine Cloyd, Scott Abrams, John Roper, Charles Beasley, Gary Mathews, Eddie Swan, Terry Symonds, Janice Van Houten, and Richard Carter (non-voting).  Excused were Charles Brown and Margaret Jones.

Approval of Minutes

President Cooper asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous two board meetings.  Eddie Swan moved and Janice Van Houten seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the April board meeting and the May 9th Special meeting.   Passed no opposition.

Financial Report

Scott Abrams stated he emailed a copy of his report to everyone.  Scott stated that we had 60-75 programs renew their membership.  Three programs that were not members of CSI came on board and paid the dues as they would to CSI.  Scott stated there were no disbursements.  He stated we received $2,253.69 and our balance is $9,733.89.  John Roper moved and Elaine Cloyd seconded a motion to accept the report.  Passed no opposition.

Officer’s Reports

All reports fell under other business.

Committee Reports

Two committee chairs were not present.  Reports were passed.

Eddie Swan updated us on the Highway Help program.  We have no orders to date.  Eddie stated we need to get the information out to programs and to get media exposure on the program.    Committee reports complete.

Margaret Cooper stated she would finish the Board of Directors list and get it to us by June.

President Cooper addressed the AGM in Orlando.  She stated she had emailed Ralph Page and is discussing the agenda for the planning session.  John stated we have two rooms, which will cost us $200.00.  The hotel will bill Central Florida Crime Line for our rooms and we can pay them.  It will save the sales tax.

Highway Help Program

President Cooper addressed the email from Bob Reich regarding one single contact for the selling of signs.  Elaine stated that Bob was giving us an idea and that she beliefs we are not ready for a contract employee.   Elaine stated we need to get the information out to the programs that the signs are really suppose to be sold to major companies.   Discussion ensued and we will discuss concerns in Orlando.

Trademark

Elaine stated she was in discussion with one of the partners of the law firm we used to file our trademark.  The issue discussed was possible duplicate billing.  They are checking the bill and will resolve soon.  Elaine also stated that she will ensure we can show that the name was used in the late 1970’s.  This will help us to maintain the trademark if someone challenges us.  Richard will send Elaine another copy of the 1979 Caller showing the CSUSA name in use.

Toll Free Phone Number

Elaine stated she had a conversation with Richard Nettercoff(sp.).  He is the Director of the BJA.  He believes we would qualify for monies for our toll free phone number.  Elaine must write a concept paper on the project and submit it to our liaison for the BJA.  If they like it they will work with us through the process.  Elaine stated that the BJA is only interested in National issues.  Elaine stated we need to get exact numbers of local programs and scholastic programs for the USA.   

Elaine also contacted the Tipsline program in Texas to get some information regarding monies needed.  We need to determine a budget and they can help.  We need to determine the number of calls we expect.

Elaine also is back in working with AT& T to see if they will work with us.  She has put Sprint on hold.  She is working towards a corporate partnership.

President Cooper gave the report from Margaret Jones.  She stated we have two applications for Region Representatives, one is for Jack Sullivan for Region Four and the other is Kevin Viney for Region 8.  All backgrounds were completed and they both passed.   Janice Van Houten moved and Scott Abrams seconded a motion to accept both applicants and appoint to the respective regions.  Passed no opposition.

Richard Carter has a person who is interested in being the Region Representative for Texas, Millie DeAnda.  He will get the information to us.  The program she represents is the Greater Dallas Area Crime Commission and they must become members of CSUSA first.  President Cooper will send her the member application forms.

Other Business

President Cooper stated that Steve Walrath submitted his name to be considered to represent CSUSA on the CSI board when the change takes place.  We decided to tell Steve that nominations will be open in 2004 and it will be decided at the that time who our representative will be.

President Cooper has been asked to represent CSUSA at the National Community Oriented Policing conference in Washington D.C.  The GSRCPI will pay all expenses.

Eddie stated that Comcast is very interested in Crime Stoppers on Florida and we may be able to work out something on a national level.

Elaine asked Richard if he would give us a figure on the number of programs in the USA.  Richard stated he was about 70% sure we have about 700 programs.  We entered into a discussion regarding the definition of a local program and a scholastic program.  We also discussed how statistics would be handled.  John stated he would rewrite the guidelines he had for CSI and make them fit CSUSA.

The meeting adjourned at 4:00pm CST.

Submitted by:

John R. Roper

Secretary

